
FiŌh Sunday in Lent
22nd March 2026

‘I am the resurrecƟon and the life,’ says the Lord; ‘whoever lives and believes in me 
shall never die.’ 

John 11.25–26

Worship at St Luke’s this weekend
Sunday am: Holy Communion
(Hymns: TIS 210, TIS 382, TIS 535, TIS 447 )

Sunday 9am: Family Service (also streamed via ZOOM*)
(Hymns: TIS 745, MP 132,vv1,4,5, MP 435,vv1,2,4, BBC 352, MP 954)

* hƩps://zoom.us/j/7210725462 or by telephone (07 3185 3730, meeƟng ID 721 072 5462). 
Contact the office for the password.



Rev’d Timothy writes…

We are geƫng closer to the end of 
the journey with Palm Sunday next 
week, so this week we are geƫng to 
the crux of the biblical message. In 
the Old Testament reading we have a 
prophecy from God as told to Ezekiel 
of a valley of dry bones which come 
to life by the breath of God; and in 
the gospel of John there is the story of Lazarus, who dies, but whom Jesus raised to 
life again.

Both of these are foretastes of the message of Holy Week and Easter. There is the 
inevitability of death, but there is also the promise that through these deaths, God 
can and will work powerfully to bring about resurrecƟon. In the darkest of Ɵmes, 
there is hope.

Our other two readings also aƩest to this mystery. The psalmist in Psalm 130 reminds 
us that, from the depths, we can “wait for the Lord, with whom there is love 
unfailing: with whom there is fullness of redempƟon” (Ps. 130:7), and St Paul tells us 
that “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you.” (Romans 8:11)

Sunday @ 9 for Palm Sunday
The next 5th Sunday of the month falls on next week, 
Palm Sunday and so at 9am that day we will have a 
special intergeneraƟonal family services at which our 
children will help lead the service and there will be 
interacƟve acƟviƟes for all ages to help us prepare for 
Holy Week.

We welcome for BapƟsm at 9am today….

Aribella Yvonne Friend
along with her parents, Jason and Eloise 

godparents, Kerrina, Paul, Sarah and Cameron 
and family and friends.

Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God.



First reading 

A reading from the book of Ezekiel 
1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, 
and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle 
of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led 
me all round them; there were very many 
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 
3 He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones 
live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 
4 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these 
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the 
Lord God to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I 
will lay sinews on you, and will cause 
flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you 
shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord.’ 7

So I prophesied as I had been 
commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a raƩling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews 
on them, and flesh had come upon them, 
and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to 
me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 

the Lord God : Come from the four winds, 
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.’ 10 I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived, and stood on 
their feet, a vast mulƟtude. 
11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. They 
say, “Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 
12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord God : I am going to 
open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people; and I will bring 
you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my 
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you on your own soil; then you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken 
and will act, says the Lord.’ 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14

Psalm 130
1 Out of the depths:
have I called to you, O Lord.
2 O Lord, hear my voice:
listen to my cry for mercy.
3 Were you to see transgressions, O Lord:
then who, O Lord, could stand?

Readings for the fiŌh Sunday in Lent

Ezekiel 37:1–14   From their place of exile, God’s people receive a message of hope 
through the prophet’s vision of life coming to dry bones. 
Psalm 130  In a Ɵme of trouble, guilt and fear, the psalmist waits in hope and trust 
for God to act and forgive.
Romans 8:6–11   Paul writes about the difference it makes when God’s Spirit guides 
our lives.
John 11:1–45  Jesus shares in the grief of his friend’s death, then calls him from the 
tomb to new life.



4 But with you there is forgiveness:
that you might be revered.
5 I long for the Lord, my soul yearns:
and I await his word.
6 My soul looks to the Lord:
more than those who watch for the 
morning,
more than those awaiƟng the dawn.
7 O Israel, wait for the Lord, with whom 
there is love unfailing:
with whom there is fullness 
of redempƟon.
8  Surely God will redeem his people:
from all their transgressions.

Second Reading 

A reading from the leƩer to the Romans
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, 
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that 
is set on the flesh is hosƟle to God; it 
does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in 
the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit 
of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead 
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also 
through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Romans 8:6-11

Gospel Reading

A reading from the gospel of John
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of 
Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who 
anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you 
love is ill.’ 4 But when Jesus heard it, he 
said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; 
rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son 
of God may be glorified through it.’ 
5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and Lazarus, 6 aŌer having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was. 
7 Then aŌer this he said to the disciples, 
‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8 The disciples 
said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just 
now trying to stone you, and are you 
going there again?’ 9 Jesus answered, ‘Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those 
who walk during the day do not stumble, 
because they see the light of this world. 
10 But those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.’ 11 AŌer 
saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 
there to awaken him.’ 12 The disciples said 
to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 
will be all right.’ 13 Jesus, however, had 
been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to 
sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, 
‘Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.’ 16 Thomas, 
who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.’ 

Psalm Copyright © MaƩhew P. Anstey. All rights 
reserved. These psalms are being trialled and we invite 
you to submit feedback online at 
www.ansteypsalter.com



17 When Jesus arrived, he found that 
Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 
four days. 18 Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their 
brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha 
said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. 22 But 
even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.’ 23 Jesus said to 
her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 
24 Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrecƟon on the last 
day.’ 25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrecƟon and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, 26 and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?’ 27 She said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, 
the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.’ 
28 When she had said this, she went back 
and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.’ 29 And when she heard it, 
she got up quickly and went to him. 
30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was sƟll at the place where 
Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who 
were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought 
that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet 

and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.’ 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 
deeply moved. 34 He said, ‘Where have 
you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, 
come and see.’ 35 Jesus began to weep. 
36 So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved 
him!’ 37 But some of them said, ‘Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?’ 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, 
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, 
‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister 
of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has 
been dead for four days.’ 40 Jesus said to 
her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of 
God?’ 41 So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus looked upwards and said, 
‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 
42 I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe 
that you sent me.’ 43 When he had said 
this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, 
come out!’ 44 The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let 
him go.’ 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had 
come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 
did, believed in him. 

John 11:1-45

Copyright: The Scripture quotaƟons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 by 
the Division of ChrisƟan EducaƟon of the NaƟonal Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used 
by permission. All rights reserved. 



Word for the Day

Life and death, peace and conflict, ruled by the Spirit or ruled by our desires— these 
are the opposing pairs that Paul writes about in Romans 8:6–11.  How challenging do 
you find these verses? How much does this either/or dichotomy mirror our 
experience of life in contemporary society?

In the ancient world, it made a difference to be a Roman ciƟzen living under Roman 
rule—a ciƟzen conformed to society’s expectaƟons and duƟes and, in turn, received 
its benefits and protecƟon.  The early ChrisƟans saw a direct conflict between 
serving Jesus Christ and obeying Caesar.  Paul also saw a conflict between living 
under the Jewish law and living in the freedom of the Spirit. He wants to explain how 
belonging to God brings life and peace here and now because the Spirit of Christ 
lives in us.

Paul writes about desires in these verses—does he mean that following our desires is 
wrong? Not all our desires are bad!  Some of our desires are life-giving: the desire to 
eat nourishing food, to seek human touch and conversaƟon, to breathe fresh air, to 
stretch our limbs, and to respond to others in need or crisis.  However, when having 
our desires met becomes an obsession or addicƟon, it can hurt others, distort 
our needs and drain our energy in harmful ways.  For some, Lent is an opportunity to 
put limits on our own needs, perhaps by fasƟng or going without something. It can 
also be a Ɵme when we try to develop a desire for a life-giving pracƟce, such as 
prayer, meditaƟon, reading, or healthy exercise.  As we try to follow the way of Jesus, 
what can we do this Lent to be more intenƟonal about this journey?

Ideas for ReflecƟon

Paul writes: ‘If our minds are ruled by the Spirit, we will have life and 
peace.’ (Romans 8:6)

 When and where do we look for life and peace today?

 Are there local communiƟes that are creaƟve and affirming? 

 Can we find places to grow and become more like the people God wants us to be, 
and so we wish to become?

 Where will people find others who will encourage and care for them?  

How true is it that where there is life and peace, the Spirit is present?
© 2025 Liturgy, Learning, Life, used by permission



Holy Week and 
Easter Services
Palm Sunday (29th March): 
7am Palm Procession, 
Passion Gospel reading and 
Holy Communion
9am Family service with 
acƟviƟes for all ages, 
including Palm procession 
and Holy Communion.
6pm Ecumenical Service at 
The Rock Church, 406 
Ipswich Road, Annerley.

Daily in Holy Week:
Monday-Saturday: 9am 
Morning Prayer
Monday-Friday: 6pm 
Evening Prayer (Zoom)

Maundy Thursday: 
7.30pm Holy Communion 
and the Watch

Good Friday: 
10am Family Service
2pm DevoƟons at the Cross

Holy Saturday:
6pm Easter Vigil (Zoom)

Easter Day (5th April):
6.30am LighƟng of Paschal 
Candle and Holy 
Communion
7.45an ResurrecƟon 
Breakfast
9am Family Communion

Last weekend of this excellent 
performance:

7.30pm Friday, 
2pm and 7.30pm Saturday.

Book your tickets now!



St Luke’s Connect
The next St Luke’s 
Connect is on 
Wednesday 25th March. 

Service at 9.30am, 
followed by morning 
tea and a (belated) 
celebraƟon of St 
Patrick’s Day.

DATE CLAIMER
Back aŌer our redevelopment, the annual 
Art Show with Lilly-Lee studios, will be in 
our hall on 16th and 17th May.

More details to come, but please save the 
date!





Pray for David and Zoe Browne (BCA, Gladstone)
March 2026
Pray for growth in Bible study groups as we unpack our bapƟsmal vows during Lent.
· Pray for open minds and conversaƟons during the Easter period, parƟcularly for 
visitors to the Harbour FesƟval. 
April 2026
· Give thanks for the recent BCA Connect events, and the opportunity to share 
about ministry.
Pray for follow up aŌer Easter services; that we would be good stewards in ministry 
and of our Ɵme. 

Pray for Danie Middeldorp (SU Chaplain, Wellers Hill SS)
- Pray for the last couple of months of Danie’s pregnancy and for God's blessing and 
protecƟon over her and her husband Robert as they become parents. Prayer that 
our marriage would remain strong and that we would keep giving any anxiety etc 
over to Him. 
- Pray for the next chaplain who will be covering maternity leave at Wellers Hill. Pray 
that they would seƩle into the school well and find great joy in the work.
- Pray for the school and the P&C. Please be praying that the right people who come 
forward and nominate themselves for the leadership posiƟons in the P&C and that 
the school would conƟnue to thrive despite the reducƟon in enrolment numbers.
- Give thanks for the students and how they are seeking to be kind and acƟvely 
involved in caring for their teachers and friends. It is very heartwarming to see the 
student led acts of kindness happening around the school 



For our Prayers
Prayer for the day

Life-giving God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death: 
breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 
Christ, and serve you in holiness and righteousness all our days;  through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever Amen.

The World

Pray for an end to the hosƟliƟes spreading throughout the Middle East region and 
for those affected directly or indirectly by what is happening.

The Anglican Communion

The Anglican Church of Korea
The Diocese of Sydney: †Kanishka Raffel; Assistant Bishops – †Peter Hayward, 
†Christopher Edwards, †Peter Lin, †Michael Stead, †Malcolm Richards, †Gary Siew 
Leong Koo; Clergy and People
The Parish of Toowoomba, St Luke’s: Neil Fernando, Terry Leonard, Bill Watson, 
†Clyde Wood, Malcolm Twine, John Coleman, Phillip Ward, Tom Hall
St Lawrence’s Parish Care Program, Caboolture
St John’s College UQ: Warden – Rose Alwyn; Chaplain – Samuel Dow; Chair of 
Council – John Peden; members of College Council; staff & students
Our missionary partners

David and Zoë Browne, with Bush Church Aid in Gladstone.

Local Schools and colleges

Marshall Road Primary, Salisbury Primary, Yeronga Primary.

Our parish

Pray for LiƩle Angels Tarragindi as they conƟnue to work towards geƫng their 
operaƟng license and planning to open.

Those who are sick, frail or emoƟonally stressed

Sandy Tonello, Ryan, Sharon L, Rev’d Shane, Mary Bickerdike, David F, Peter G, 
Lauren, Rita, Honor, Don, Margaret, Peter F., Maxine and Robyn McElnea, Rose, Mon 
McNeill.

From the Parish Book of Remembrance

22 March: Edith Haskins, John Gants, Mathea Josephine Griesheimer; 23 March: 
Katherine Hoffman, Valma Margaret Douglas, Claire Margaret Lumchee; 24 March: 
Frances Spry; 28 March: Phyllis O’Dea.



Services This Week:
Tuesday—Friday
6pm: Evening Prayer (Zoom)

Wednesday 25th March0
9.30am: Holy Communion at St Luke’s

Sunday 29th March
(Palm Sunday)

7am: Holy Communion (St Luke’s)
9am: IntergeneraƟonal family 

service with communion
(St Luke’s/Zoom) 

6pm: Ecumenical Service at The 
Rock Church, Ipswich Road, 
Annerley

Readings: Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-18, 
Philippians 2: 5-11, Passion gospel from 
MaƩhew 

Keep in touch:
priest@stlukesekibin.org.au 
(Rector, Rev’d Dr Timothy Nicholson)
admin@stlukesekibin.org.au (Office)
families@stlukesekibin.org.au 

(Children’s church)
3848 2123 (Rectory and Office)
P.O. Box 79, Wellers Hill, QLD 4121
 www.stlukesekibin.org.au

@stlukesekibin

Parish Warden:
 Brian Wood (0466 656 149) 

Containers for Change
Donate your ‘10c refund’ boƩles and cans 
to St Luke’s. Either bring them to church or 
take them direct to TOMRA (9/655 Toohey 
Road, Salisbury) and use the parish code: 
C10686424

Offerings:
Bank details (internet banking): 
Anglican Parish 
of Ekibin
A/C 0000 7820 
BSB 704 901 

Or scan the QR 
code to give 
online:
hƩps://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
TIM/?BillerCode=1709377 

Also part of St Luke’s:
Anglican Childcare

opening soon:
liƩleangels.qld.edu.au

St Luke’s Theatre Society:
stlukestheatre.asn.au

Children’s Church 
Children’s Church for 2026 conƟnues today and 

throughout school terms. All welcome.
Note special services for children and families at 
9am on Palm Sunday and 10am on Good Friday.


